ESSAY I.

IS  THERE A  TRUE  INTERNATIONAL LAW?

OUR modern English notions on the subject of the
philosophy of law are Influenced almost entirely by two
great writers. The opinions that sounded strange and
startling to the contemporaries of Bentham and Austin
have become the commonplaces of the present genera-
tion. It is true that a few thoughtful scholars, such as
Sir Henry Maine, Professor Clark, and others, have
ventured to criticise them from various points of view;
but at present their suggestions have produced little
effect. The vast .majority of people who reason at all
upon such matters take for granted the Benthamite
analysis of the nature of law, and the Austinian classifi-
cation of the various kinds into which laws may be
divided. They put them almost on a level with the
fundamental truths of mathematics, regarding them as
something that has been fixed, and settled, and proved
to be accurate a long time ago, something that need not
be examined and tested, but may be accepted and
applied without the slightest doubt or hesitation.

One little noticed but very definite result of this
condition of opinion has been to lessen the estimation
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